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Marriage with children not the norm, experts find

Fewer than1in 4
couples fit proﬁle

ByBla]nellanIen e

count for fewer than one in ev-
ery four households — a share
that has been slashed in half
since1960 and is the lowest ever
recorded by the census.

As marriage with children
becomes an exception rather
than the norm, social scientists
say it is also becoming the self-
selected province of the col-
lege-educated and the affluent.

ocupIes with children now ac-

The working class and the
poor, meanwhile, increasingly
steer away from marriage,
while living and bear-

cluldren out of wedlock.
Marnage has ‘declined

rise of a class-based marriage
gap to the erosion since 1970 of
the broad-based prosperity that
followed World War I1.

“We seem to be reverting to
a much older pattern, when
elites marry and a great many
others live together and have
kids,” said Peter Francese, ana-
lyst of demographic trends for

‘by dual incomes.’ They are also

Ogilvy & Mather, an advertising
firm.

college degrees and bankrolled

pared with 44 percent for all
households, according to the
census.

As cohabitation and out-of-
wed!ock births increase'among

mcteasmglylesslikelyto“mar

Mamed couples living with
their own children younger
than18 are also helping to drive
a well-documented increase in
income inequality. Compared
with all households, they are
twice as likely to be in the top 20
percent of income. Their in-
come has increased 59 percent
in the past three decades, com-

marnagemxsesthe

decades-long retreat into rela-
—uvaly:hxgh-incoma i ty—mstte—isﬁzzamdmages a—waslé

earnings of
men and motivates them to
work more hours. It also reduc-
es by two-thirds the likelihood
that a family will live in poverty,
researchers have learned. -
Arguments that marriage
can mean stability do not seem
to the attitudes of poor
people, said Pamela Smock, co-
author of a recent review of co-
habitation and a University of

Michigan sociology professor.
She noted that many have par-
ents with troubled marriages.
Victoria Miller and Came-
ron Roach, who have been Liv-
mg together for 18 “moriths, are

and Works part time- testmg
software in the Seattle suburb
of Redmond. Together, they
earn less than $20,000 a year
and are living with Roach’s fa-
ther. They cannot afford to live
anywhere else.

“Marriage ruins life,” Roach
said. “I saw how much my par-
ents fought. I saw how miser-
able they made each other.”

Miller, who was pressured

t magmegemng her mom and dadrshe

by her Mormon parents to mar-
ry when she was 17 and preg-
nant, said her short, failed mar-
riage and her parents’ long,
failed have convinced

‘her that thé mstltutxon xs oﬁen )

moved eight times before she

theu' marnage started breakmg
down, my dad started to have
trouble at work and we spent
years on government assis-
tance,” Miller said.

Her two young sons live
with their father.

For most Americans, cohab-
itation and the percentage of
children born outside of mar-
riage will continue to increase,
Smock said.




